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Creating A Visual Proposal

Project Four

Assignment Overview

All semester we’ve read arguments whose purpose is to create change. These proposals have taken a position on an contemporary societal problem, proposed a solution, offered evidence to support that solution, and worked to gain the readers’ acceptance through using appeals to emotion, credibility, and logic.

Now it’s your turn.

But rather than writing a traditional research paper with margins and paragraphs, you’ll be creating and presenting a visual argument proposal. And you’ll be doing it collaboratively, in groups of 3 or 4, rather than alone.

Assignment Possibilities

· Photographic Essay: Create a series of photos in support of or serving as a particular argument to create change; must present images that are ultimately arguable or controversial.

· Ad Campaign: Develop an ad campaign for a specific product that is affiliated with a social movement. It can be canned fruit, tennis shoes, a movie, or anything in between, but create a series of ads for the same product line that sells the product and the social movement.  (Think of W Ketchup or Star-Spangled Ice Cream as examples).

· Video Documentary: Similar to a photographic essay; a short film with an argumentative purpose. 

· Editorial Cartoons: Design a series of cartoons and captions that make an argument—political, social, economic, religious, etc.

· Professional Presentation: Identify a problem within a specific community and develop a solution to that problem. Your presentation should rely on visual aids (e.g., PowerPoint, posters, etc.) to support your argument.

· Issue-based web site: Develop a website that informs and persuades readers to change their position on a specific issue or topic.
Possible Subject Areas

Please note: The issue/subject area you choose should be appropriate for academic discussion. It should also be free of any material that can be offensive in terms of race, religion, gender, economic status, sexual orientation, etc. as stated in the course policy statement.

What you’ll need:

· An audience

· A problem

· A claim to make about that problem

· Evidence to support your claim

· An emotional appeal

· An appeal to credibility

· Research (either on the issue or the method you are choosing)

Much of the last four weeks of class will be spent working in our groups in our project teams. Each group will be responsible for meeting with me once after the proposal is returned and before the final project is due.

What You Will Generate

· Invention Strategies for Audience, Genre, and Appeals (group)

· Proposal for Project (group)

· Annotated Bibliography (group)

· Final Project (group)

· Formal Presentation to the Class (group)

· Individual Reflection Essay (individual)

Equipment

Digital cameras, digital camcorders, and other technology tools are available for your use in Purdue’s Digital Learning Collaboratory. Check out the web site to find out details about how to check out equipment for academic use.
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