PROJECT THREE: THE HEART OF THE MATTER
ANALYZING AN ARGUMENT
Assignment: Without taking sides, explain a public controversy for your readers.  You’ll need to consider not just what the different sides of the controversy are, but also the different ways in which the opponents make their arguments (e.g., What kind of ethical, logical, and pathetic appeals do they make? What kind of evidence do they use to support their claims? What are their warrants?, etc.)

Your goal is to identify and explain the central question/issue of the controversy, the core reason why the controversy has yet to be resolved.  Some questions to help get you thinking in this direction:  What is the central question at issue?  Is it the same question for both sides?  What basic disagreements make this matter difficult to resolve?  In many cases, you will find that people on one side of a controversy define the issues differently than the way people on the other side do.  Discerning those differences and explaining them will give your paper significant depth.

Keep in mind:  At first, it may seem that the controversy centers on questions of value; that is, the argument is simply a disagreement about whether something is good or bad.  However, closer analyis is likely to reveal that the disagreement about values also involves questions about definitions, causes/consequences, and facts (think of the stases points we discussed earlier).
Due Dates: 
Monday, November 6

First draft of project due

Friday, November 10

Final draft of project due

Successful papers will:

· Provide an overview of the controversy by defining key terms and stating clearly the issue(s) about which the parties disagree;

· Make clear what is significant about this issue;

· Provide discussion on the background of the controversy.  How long has it been going on?  How are the major stakeholders?;

· Clearly indicates what is at the core of the controversy;
· Maintain a neutral stance that does not take sides throughout;

· Examine how people on different sides of the controversy make their arguments.  What claims do they make, and what are the warrants that support them?  What are the stases points they are using to make their arguments?

· Examine how people on different sides of the controversy respond to their opposition’s points of view.  How do they respond to counterarguments and/or rebuttals?

· Provide clear, reliable information from outside sources;

· Use brief illustrative quotations from relevant research materials and incorporate them into your own sentences; 

· Provide an accurate Works Cited page that follows MLA format.
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