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English 108: Accelerated Introductory Composition
Library Resources and Research Strategies

(  The Purdue Libraries page is located at http://www.lib.purdue.edu  (
Quick Links

· Click on Your Library Account.  Log in and look at the resources available to you, including a list of items you have checked out, an option to request to renew those items, saved searches, book bag, and book request.
· Click on Maps.  Then click on Interactive Campus Map to see the locations of all of the libraries on campus.  When you conduct a Catalog search, the results will indicate the Location of the text you are looking for and what library it is located in.
Constructing Effective Search Statements

To construct an effective search statement, list all of the terms that might be used to describe each of the main concepts of your topic (use as many as needed).  For example, if your topic is on the influence of gender on communication in the workplace, the main concepts are (a) gender, (b) communication, and (c) workplace.

	Concept A
	Concept B
	Concept C

	gender
	communication
	workplace

	women
	conversation
	job(s)

	woman
	listening
	business

	sex
	interaction
	office


This list of terms may be used in constructing a search statement using search operators:

· OR combines the related terms for each concept, broadening the search to be more inclusive.

· AND narrows the search to records that include at least one of the terms from each concept group

The above terms may be combined as follows:
(gender OR women OR women OR sex)

AND

(communication OR conversation OR listening OR interaction )

AND

(workplace OR jobs OR business OR office)


Search Statement Worksheet

Your topic statement: ___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

	Concept A
	Concept B
	Concept C
	Concept D

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Combine terms from each column above using the OR operator.

Concept A terms: ______________ OR______________ OR ________________

Concept B terms: ______________ OR ______________ OR ________________

Concept C terms: ______________ OR ______________ OR ________________

Concept D terms: ______________ OR ______________ OR ________________
Place each group of terms (above) inside a set of parantheses and combine with the AND operator.
Concept A terms: ( ______________ OR______________ OR ________________ )

AND
Concept B terms: ( ______________ OR______________ OR ________________ )
AND
Concept C terms: ( ______________ OR______________ OR ________________ )

AND
Concept D terms: ( ______________ OR______________ OR ________________ )

Additional Library Resources for Research
I strongly recommend that you review the Research Strategy document located in the Research Aids section of the above web page.  This handout provides a clear, concise explanation of library research which, much like writing itself, is a process.
Main Libraries Page
· Return to the main Libraries page.  This is the main portal to all of the Purdue library system holdings, both print and electronic.

· Under the Key Resources section on the right side of the page, click on Finding Articles and Data.

· Click on All Databases by Subject.  This is a list of all of the databases that Purdue subscribes to, organized by subject.  Pay careful attention to the way the database information is organized.

· Title:  The name of the database

· Summary:  A summary of the content. 
· Coverage:  The range of years that this database has sources from

· Full Text:  Indicates whether or not you can get complete articles or just the citations.  “Partial” means that some full-text articles are available, but some are only available as citations or abstracts.

· More:  Other information about this database that may be relevant to your search.

What Next?

Using the completed keyword worksheet, try using the library search engines using your Boolean search strings.  

1. Search the general library search engine for books and journals that may be related to your research subjects.

2. Use the Database search engine to locate other journals that might be relevant to your topic.

3. Search these relevant journals to find at least 1 source that could be suitable for your research.
For Friday, November 3:

Bring one book, journal article, and website that you have found using the above strategies to class on Friday.  These resources should be related to the topic/controversy you are addressing for Project 3.
Be sure you have:

· Title of book/article/website

· Publication information (date, publisher, etc)

· At least one page of each document
� Adapted from Gigi Taylor (Purdue University) and Purdue University Libraries Resources
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