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English 108: Accelerated Introductory Composition

Project Four Invention Activities
Thinking About Your Subject

1. Identify the subject you and your fellow group members have chosen.


Dorm security
2. What are your experiences with that subject?  What are the experiences of people you know with that subject?


My dorm has a card swipe that you have to use to get into the halls after a certain time of night.  Other residence halls have different security policies.  We all have to register overnight guests so that they know who is in the hall at any given time.
3. Why does this subject matter to you?  What values influence your position on this subject?


I feel that the policies are restricting my freedom.  I’m an adult, I’m expected to make decisions for myself, but I feel like I’m being watched.  I also think the policy is sexist, because it places more restrictions on girls than the guys, even if they’re in the same hall.  The values that influence my opinion are fairness and equality, as well as the belief that people who are considered adults should be able to have the freedom to come and go without restrictions—just like other adults have.
4. Why does this subject matter to our community/society?  What are the positions of those who hold different opinions on the issue than you do?


Different groups have different feelings about the issue.  Purdue obviously wants to protect its students from danger and protect itself from liabilities.  There are also students who believe that the security policies in place do actually help them feel safer.
5. What are the points of tension in the issue?  What is it that people are actually arguing about?  (Think about the warrants underlying the different sides of the issue…)


The administration thinks that the most important issue is student safety; many students feel that the real issue in this situation is student freedom and personal responsibility. I think that the security policies give students a false sense of safety and they make stupid decisions and act irresponsibly as a result.
6. Locate your subject in a writing context/rhetorical situation. What issues/events/people affect this issue and how you will write (and design) about it?
This is an issue that is important to college students—both at Purdue and at other universities.  We’ll have to incorporate the other side’s perspective into our argument

Generating Ideas
I. Describe and Distinguish

1. What's distinctive to you about your subject? What will make this stand out for those in your writing context? 

It affects many college students personally, and it relates to personal safety and the security of our belongings.  This is an issue that people deal with on a daily basis, so hearing about it should be of interest to them.

2. How would you describe your subject to someone in that context unfamiliar with it?


Dorm security is an issue on campuses because of recent events when students were robbed and or physically hurt.  The university has a responsiblity to protect all of its community members, especially the people who live on campus.  As a result, they’ve established a set of rules that students need to follow in order to stay in the residence halls—these include anything from using a card swipe to open the door, registering guests, and signing in “after hours.”
3. What physical features characterize your subject (sights, sounds, etc., emotions, attitudes)?  Try using descriptive words to explain your subject and your emotions when you think about it, deal with it, etc.


Sights: Security personnel, card swipe systems, locked doors, people signing in, people sneaking others in (holding doors open, etc.)

Sounds: Clicking of the lock


Emotions/Attitudes: frustration, anger, insecurity, annoyance

4. What sort of day-to-day activities do you associate with this subject?


Every night when I come home from the library I have to deal with this.
II. Trace Moves and Changes

1. How did your experience with this subject begin?


Beginning of freshman year when we moved into the dorms.  At first I figured it was a necessary thing, but as the semester went on, it seemed like a big pain.
2. How did your experience with this subject end, or if it is still ongoing, what are your experiences with the subject now?


The subject hasn’t changed, but our hall has had several meetings about security and we’ve discussed different ways to approach the issue.  We can’t seem to come to any agreement about it, though.
3. What is the significance of these changes?  Will these changes have any bearing on the way you approach the project?

It demonstrates that the people involved in this issue have very different opinions on the issue and that someone (probably the students) will to be unhappy with the results.

4. What larger cultural changes have influenced your subject? (e.g., the changing roles of women, the end of the Cold War, the introduction of DVD players or the Internet)

Increased awareness of campus safety—especially for women.

Increased fear of terrorism in places where large numbers of people live (post-9/11)

III. Map Networks and Relationships

A. Group your subject:

1. In what groups can you place your subject? For those concerned with your subject, what other issues are important?  


The issue of dorm security is related to larger concerns about safety, terrorism, and the fear of the unknown.  People who are concerned with this subject are concerned about student safety, but they are also concerned about the frequency of schools getting sued by families whose student is harmed at college.
2. What ruptures set your subject apart from other groups?

Differences of opinion between students and administration.  We have different beliefs, but we have different levels of power and influence, which makes the playing field less equal.
B. Create an analogy or metaphor for your subject.

1. To what object, animal, place, or event would you compare it? Why?


I would compare it to an adult, living in his own apartment, having to sign in any guest he brings to his home so that the people at the front desk know exactly who he is inviting home.  I don’t think very many adults would want to live in that kind of apartment building.
2. How would your analogy strike those in your writing context?
I think students would think it’s a very good analogy.  The administration would probably argue that being at college is different than living on your own in your own apartment, but I think a lot of people would recognize that students feel like their privacy is being invaded and that they’re not being treated by adults after reading the analogy.

C. Examine cultural narratives.  Think about the people to whom your subject matters.  What are they like?  What do they believe?  What are their attitudes to your subject?

1. How is your subject characterized in your writing context?


People who are involved with this subject—on either side of the issue—are very concerned about it and invested in it.  There’s a lot at stake—stduent security and university liability are big issues to everyone involved.

2. What cultural narratives govern your subject?


People still thinkt that colleges have some responsibility to protect/guard students—a sort of extension of in loco parentis, which gives schools freedom to discipline/monitor student behavior.  On the other side, there’s a cultural narrative about the freedoms of adulthood, and the belief that 18-year olds are adults.
3. What assumptions, stereotypes, habits, social practices, and institu​tions frame your subject, questions, and values?


People are generally more afraid now, and so they are more willing to submit to security activities, whether or not they are warranted or effective.  Also, students living in dorms are sometimes experiencing freedom for the first time in their lives, so they don’t think there should be any restrictions.

4. Church doctrines or practices? Which? Political parties and platforms? Which ones? World events? Which? TV series? Which? Movies? Which? Books? Magazines? Newspapers? Which ones? Advertising? Which ads? Why? Fashions? Which? Hero figures? Who? Games? Toys? Sports? Entertainment? Which? Family rituals?

· The government’s response to 9/11 has made us more accustomed to security measures.  
· There are more and more reported rapes on campus, and dorm security is seen as one way to lessen that number.

· People taking serious measures to protect themselves—carrying guns; making “safe rooms” in their homes; avoiding cities, flying, etc.
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