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English 108: Accelerated Introductory Composition

Project Four Invention Activities
Thinking About Your Subject

1. Identify the subject you and your fellow group members have chosen.

2. What are your experiences with that subject?  What are the experiences of people you know with that subject?

3. Why does this subject matter to you?  What values influence your position on this subject?

4. Why does this subject matter to our community/society?  What are the positions of those who hold different opinions on the issue than you do?

5. What are the points of tension in the issue?  What is it that people are actually arguing about?  (Think about the warrants underlying the different sides of the issue…)

6. Locate your subject in a writing context/rhetorical situation. What issues/events/people affect this issue and how you will write (and design) about it?

Generating Ideas
I. Describe and Distinguish

1. What's distinctive to you about your subject? What will make this stand out for those in your writing context? 

2. How would you describe your subject to someone in that context unfamiliar with it?

3. What physical features characterize your subject (sights, sounds, etc., emotions, attitudes)?  Try using descriptive words to explain your subject and your emotions when you think about it, deal with it, etc.

4. What sort of day-to-day activities do you associate with this subject?

II. Trace Moves and Changes

1. How did your experience with this subject begin?

2. How did your experience with this subject end, or if it is still ongoing, what are your experiences with the subject now?

3. What is the significance of these changes?  Will these changes have any bearing on the way you approach the project?
4. What larger cultural changes have influenced your subject? (e.g., the changing roles of women, the end of the Cold War, the introduction of DVD players or the Internet)
III. Map Networks and Relationships

A. Group your subject:

1. In what groups can you place your subject? For those concerned with your subject, what other issues are important?  

2. What ruptures set your subject apart from other groups?

B. Create an analogy or metaphor for your subject.

1. To what object, animal, place, or event would you compare it? Why?

2. How would your analogy strike those in your writing context?

C. Examine cultural narratives.  Think about the people to whom your subject matters.  What are they like?  What do they believe?  What are their attitudes to your subject?

1. How is your subject characterized in your writing context?

2. What cultural narratives govern your subject?

3. What assumptions, stereotypes, habits, social practices, and institu​tions frame your subject, questions, and values?

4. Church doctrines or practices? Which? Political parties and platforms? Which ones? World events? Which? TV series? Which? Movies? Which? Books? Magazines? Newspapers? Which ones? Advertising? Which ads? Why? Fashions? Which? Hero figures? Who? Games? Toys? Sports? Entertainment? Which? Family rituals?
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