MY TURN/THIS I BELIEVE
PERSONAL NARRATIVE ASSIGNMENT
Assignment


The My Turn/This I Believe assignment asks you to write a personal narrative following either the My Turn or This I Believe genre.  This will require you to choose a subject that is important to you, that you have experience with, and that you can reflect upon in an objective, yet personal way.  Once you have chosen your subject, you should choose the genre that is most appropriate to your subject and the goals you have for your message.  (We’ll parse out the differences between the genres in class so you can have a good sense of which is more suited to your purposes.)
You will be expected to submit the final, polished draft of your essay to either Newsweek Magazine or NPR.  Submission guidelines can be found here: 

· My Turn Submissions: http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/11882927/site/newsweek/
· This I Believe Submissions: http://www.npr.org/thisibelieve/agree.html
First Draft due: 
Friday, September 15 (Bring two drafts of your paper to class on Friday)
Final Draft due: 
Wednesday, September 20
Criteria for Success
A successful writer will:
· Vividly and clearly explain the experiences that have led him/her to draw the conclusions/form the belief that is the focus of the essay;

· Provide personal reflection on his/her experiences to draw connections to larger social issues that may be important to a larger audience;

· Effectively utilize ethical appeals to establish his/her credibility with the audience.  Remember Aristotle’s strategy:  the writer should have good sense, good moral character, and good will toward his/her audience.
· Prepare an engaging introduction and memorable conclusion so as to motivate and persuade his/her audience;
· Use rhetorical strategies of cohesion and voice effectively; and

· Follow general conventions for polished public/academic writing.

Resources for Writers
· To see more My Turn Essays, go to http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/11884162/site/newsweek/
· For more This I Believe essays, go to http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4538138
· Don’t forget about Purdue’s Writing Lab, which you can use at any point during your writing process.
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