RHETORICAL LISTENING
STYLE/ARRANGEMENT ASSIGNMENT
Assignment


Throughout this unit, we’ve discussed the ways in which speakers and writers make stylistic choices—about tone, voice, cohesion, and arrangement—for rhetorical effects.  We’ve also analyzed how these choices create ethical, and especially pathetic, appeals to the speaker’s/writer’s audience.  
Now it’s your turn.  This assignment asks you to compile a CD compilation of 5-10 songs and write an explanatory listener’s guide for the CD compilation album.  
Criteria for Success

To successfully complete this assignment, you should:
· Choose a very specific audience and a rhetorical context of which the audience is a part (e.g., I could make a CD for my college roommate and her newborn baby.)

· Select music from a variety of genres that is appropriate for the specific audience and rhetorical situation (e.g., I probably won’t make a CD of death metal for my friend and her newborn but I might choose to include some updated versions of lullabies).

· Arrange the songs in a manner that makes sense in terms of theme and/or genre.
· Write a clear listener’s guide for the CD.  This should include a description of the audience and rhetorical situation for which you created this CD.  You should also explain why you made the choices you did about the arrangement/sequence of the songs on the disc.
First Draft of CD due: 


Wednesday, October 11



Final Draft of CD/Analysis due: 
Monday, October 16
Supplies Needed

· one writable CD-ROM
· headphones

Peer Review Process
This assignment will have a different peer review process than Project One.  For peer review on Wednesday, October 11, you need to bring *only* one copy of your CD compilation.  We will have class that day in SC 289, which is a computer classroom where you will be able to listen to your peer review partner’s CD (please make arrangements to bring headphones to class on the 11th).
As the Peer Reviewer

You will listen to your peer review partner’s CD to identify what you think the album’s audience, rhetorical situation, and theme are based on what you hear.  You will also evaluate how effectively the compiler arranged his/her selections in order to meet those rhetorical needs.

As the Writer

You will consider whether or not your peer reviewer was able to accurately identify your intended audience, rhetorical situation, and theme and consider revisions accordingly.  This doesn’t mean that you have to change your compilation (though you may wish to), but it may mean you need to be more explicit in your listener’s guide.
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